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R&R 

HANDS 
R&R Hands Road Transport are a growing haulage company 

based in North East England. Available for hire and specialising 
in the following services: 

 

General Freight 

Express Delivery Services 

U.K. and Europe 

10kg to 28 Tonne 

Bulk Tipping  - UK & Europe 

Insulated Tippers For Hire 

Muckaway & Site Clearance 

Road Aggregates, Sand & Gravel 

Recycled Aggregates 

Top Soil 
 

68 Dukes Way, Low Prudhoe Industrial Estate, Prudhoe,    
Northumberland, NE42 6PQ, England 

Tel: 01661 833846 - Email: info@rrhands.co.uk 

Web: www.rrhands.co.uk 

RYTON & CRAWCROOK ALBION FC 
OFFICIAL 2025/26 KIT SPONSOR  
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Ryton & Crawcrook Albion FC 
Oldhaulage Stadium, Stannerford Road 

Crawcrook, Tyne & Wear, NE40 3SN 
Telephone: 0191 413 4448 

Website: www.racafc1970.com 
Email: info@racafc1970.com 
Social Media: @RACAFC1970 

 

Club Officials 
Chairman: Richard Hands 

Club Secretary: Kevin Wilkinson 
Treasurer: Colin Faddy 

First Team Secretary: John Symons 
Media & Press: Shaj Chowdhury 

Photographers: Colin Robertshaw, Ian Smith 
Media Contributors: Steve Carter, Colin Robertshaw 

Hospitality & Catering: Helen La Patourel, Julie Willis, Rachael Willis, Danielle Dobson  
Groundsman: Jeremy Richardson 

Welfare Officer: Colin Faddy 
Directors: Simon Cairns, Shaj Chowdhury, Colin Faddy, Phil Hall, Richard Hands, Paul La Patourel, 

Nick Lawson, Don McCloud, John Symons, John Thompson, Kevin Wilkinson 
 

First Team Management 
Manager: Nathan Beckham 

Assistant Manager: Mark Pae 
First Team Coach: Andrew Taylor 

Goalkeeper Coach: Adam Henderson 
Physiotherapist: Katie Smith 
Kit Manager: Don McCloud 

 

Club Honours 
Durham Challenge Cup: Runners-up 09/10 

Northern League 2: Promotion 07/08        
EA Cup: Winners 21/22, Runners-up 17/18 

Northern Alliance Prem: Promotion 04/05 
Northern Alliance Div 1: Champions 96/97  

Durham County Trophy: Winners 98/99, Runners-up 99/00, 00/01 
Northern Combination Cup: Winners 87/88 
Northern Alliance Cup: Runners-up 98/99  

Clayton Cup: Winners 12/13, Runners-up 13/14 
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Ryton & Crawcrook Albion FC are a non-league 

football club based in Crawcrook (near Ryton) in 

Gateshead in the North East of England, currently 

playing in the Northern Football League Second 

Division – Step 6 or Level 10 in the English football 

pyramid. 

 

Shortly after the start of the 1970-71 football season 

John Oliver, the club’s first secretary, and Les Rob-

son were approached to see if a club could be 

formed quickly to take over the fixtures of Prudhoe 

and West Wylam Co-op who had just resigned from 

the Northern Combination League. After securing a 

loan from Ryton Social Club of 12 pounds 10 shil-

lings Oliver and Robson approached local councilor 

Leo Murray and got permission to play football at 

Stargate. 

 

Ryton FC played their first Northern Combination 

League game, a 3-3 draw, against works team Par-

sons Athletic on Saturday 17th October 1970. 

 

The mid-1980’s saw the club transfer to Clara Vale 

for home games and during this period Ryton won 

the Prudhoe Hospital Cup twice, the Northern 

Combination League Cup as well as the Durham 

County FA Trophy. 

 

Following the amalgamation, in 1988, of the North-

ern Alliance, the Northern Combination and the 

Northern Amateur League’s into three divisions, 

Ryton were allocated a position in the First Division 

of the newly structured Northern Football Alliance 

league. 

 

Ryton won the Division One title in 1997, thus se-

curing promotion to the Premier Division where the 

club remained until gaining promotion to the North-

ern Football League at the end of the 2004–05 sea-

son. 

 

The football club is recognised as having achieved 

chartered status and offers the chance for a child to 

be coached in football skills from the age of 6 years 

of age, through all age groups, up to senior level. 

 

The 2005-06 season marked Ryton’s first campaign 

in the Northern Football League finishing a respecta-

ble 11th place in Division Two, followed by a 12th 

place finish in 2006-07 then a commendable 3rd 

place in 2007-08 which gained Ryton promotion to 

Division 1 for the 2008-09 season where the club 

finished a very creditable 10th place. 

 

That was where the upward progress ended as the 

following season Ryton finished 17th, then came the 

infamous 2010-11 season which saw the club finish 

rock bottom with just 8 points, receiving a whole 

host of league and cup drubbings on the way includ-

ing the 10-0 and 7-0 losses to Shildon in the league 

and losing 8-0 at home to South Shields in the FA 

Vase. 

 

Coupled with the fact that Kingsley Park was based 

in Crawcrook, and wishing to involve the local com-

munity further, the club sought, and was subsequent-

ly granted permission by the Durham County FA, to 

change the name to Ryton and Crawcrook Albion 

Football Club at the commencement of the 2011-12 

campaign in which RACA finished 18th in the first 

season back in the second division. 

 

The 2012-13 season saw a slight improvement in 

fortunes with a 14th placed finish. Then a new, very 

young outfit in 2013-14 under the guidance of man-

ager John Wilson and his team, also then new to the 

club, faced a tough campaign with survival the target 

which was famously secured on the last day of the 

season. With the squad older and wiser and stability 

achieved, there was an upward progression with a 

mid-table finish in 2014-15. 

 

The 2015-16 campaign started under the steward-

ship of Wilson’s former assistant Paul Dobie with 

Sunderland academy coach Jordan Moore as coach 

for RACA. However, despite a decent start Dobie 

resigned in October and was swiftly replaced by 

former Ryton player Craig Robson with Carl Piecha, 

another ex player as his assistant, with Moore re-

maining as coach. The campaign ultimately proved 

slightly disappointing with RACA losing every cup 

game and finishing only 16th in the table. 

 

The 2016-17 season proved to be even worse and 

Robson stood down, Moore moving up to manager 

before Peter Bryson took over in January 2017 with 

Moore reverting back to a coaching role. However, 

“Brysa” resigned just two months into the job and so 

O U R  H I S TO R Y  
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Albion quickly acquired the services of Monkseaton 

boss Anthony Fawcett who steered the club away 

from relegation. Moore moved to Whickham so 

Fawcett and new assistant Simon Moody transformed 

the squad in 2017-18 with a host of players from 

Monkseaton and north Tyneside signing on. 

 

A steady season followed culminating in an appear-

ance in the Ernest Armstrong Cup final, Fawcett’s 

men losing 2-0 to Chester-Le-Street Town in Con-

sett. The 2018-19 season saw more improvement 

with the club just missing out on a top-half finish. 

 

A strong first half to 2019-20 saw RACA amongst 

the top four promotion-chasers and in the EA Cup 

semi-final but the campiagn was halted in March 2020 

due to a global health pandemic, the Coronavirus 

disease (Covid-19). A month later, the season was 

officially ended and all results controversially 

“expunged” by the Football Association.  

 

And Fawcett’s 3-year reign ended as he decided to 

take up the vacant post at Whitley Bay during the 

close season so Mark Bullock, already part of the 

coaching staff, stepped up to replace him to begin a 

new era. 

 

Thanks to a Football Foundation grant and years of 

fundraising by the club’s committee members and 

volunteers, the clubs third-generation (3G) all-

weather pitch was completely rebuilt over the sum-

mer. Not only used by club members, the facility is 

also open to the local community where it is often 

used by nearby schools and youth organisations. 

 

After a difficult start to a delayed 2020-21 campaign 

– disrupted by further Covid-19 restrictions – the 

club parted company with Bullock after 15 games in 

charge. 

 

In January 2021, former club captain and defender 

Daniel Iredale was appointed manager after a hugely 

successful 3-year stint as Cullercoats head coach. But 

the season itself, initially suspended in November 

2020 to control the ongoing health emergency, was 

curtailed by the FA in February 2021 for the second 

successive year. 

 

Iredale had to wait over six months for his first com-

petitive game in charge – a dramatic 2-1 comeback 

win over Heaton Stannington at Kingsley Park to kick 

off the 2021-22 Northern League campaign. His first 

season in charge saw Albion finish sixth in the league 

and lift the Ernest Armstrong Cup, beating Newcas-

tle University 3-0 on penalties after a 1-1 draw in the 

final in Birtley. 

 

The cup final turned out to be the last match for 

captain Callum Turnbull – one of the club’s longest-

serving Northern League players after 11 years, 327 

appearances and 55 goals. 

 

After just one win in ten games at the start of the 

2022-23 season, Iredale departed the club by mutual 

consent, and he was quickly replaced by former Pru-

dhoe Youth Club Seniors coach Joe Kendrick on 

September 8. On December 30, former Killingworth 

boss Nathan Beckham was appointed as Manager 

after Kendrick was forced to step aside due to work 

commitments. Beckham and new assistant Andrew 

Waugh steered the side to safety. 

 

Over the summer of 2023, Waugh stepped up to join 

Beckham as joint manager while Michael McMullen 

came in as First Team Coach. But in September, 

Beckham was back in sole charge following the de-

parture of Waugh while Gary Sommerville joined as 

assistant. Albion finished the season in the top half 

with striker Aaron Costello scoring a club seasonal-

high of 34 goals. 

 

In August 2024, the club announced a transformative 

stadium naming rights deal with Blaydon-based Old-

haulage. The five-year sponsorship deal was the larg-

est commercial agreement in the club’s 54-year his-

tory and saw Kingsley Park renamed as The Oldhaul-

age Stadium at Kingsley Park. 

 

On the pitch, Albion were fighting for a play-off spot 

for most of the season but finished just short despite 

improving on the points gained from the previous 

season. They finished the campaign in 7th place. They 

did, however, progress into Round 2 of the FA Vase 

for the first time since 2008. 

 

O U R  H I S TO R Y  
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 P L AY E R  P R O F I L E S  

Goalkeepers 
CALLUM CORKHILL 
Experienced goalkeeper signed over the summer. 
He has had spells with Heaton Stannington, Whit-
ley Bay and Burradon & New Fordley last season. 
Sponsored by Stevie Carter. 
 
THOMAS WHITE 
Goalkeeper who has previously played for the likes 
of Prudhoe YC Seniors and Jarrow. Sponsored by 
Stevie Carter. 
 
Defenders 
GLENN CAYGILL 
Experienced centre back signed from Brandon 
United in the summer of 2023. Caygill scored his 
first RACA goal in the 2-1 defeat at Jarrow during 
the 2023/24 campaign. Sponsored by Colin Robert-
shaw. 
 
KURTIS DODDS 
Centre back signed over the summer from West 
Allotment Celtic.  
 
ALBE FLETCHER 
Formerly of South Shields, the wing back joined 
during the 2023/25 season from North Shields. 
Sponsored by Colin Armstrong. 
 
GEORGE HAYTON 
Top defender signed from Jarrow over the sum-
mer. Previously played for the likes of Blyth Town 
and Bedlington Terriers. Sponsored by Turner 
Plumbing & Heating. 
 
KIERAN RUSSEL 
Experienced defender, who returns to Albion after 
a spell at neighbours Prudhoe. Sponsored by Tel-
ford Safety Consultants. 
 
JACK SALKELD 
Defender re-signed for RACA after a spell at Tow 
Law Town last season. Sponsored by Career Plus. 
 
JOSH SKIVINGTON 
Combative midfielder signed from Whitley Bay 

Reserves in January 2023. He scored his first RACA 
goal at Birtley Town in April 2023. Sponsored by 
Paul Le Patourel. 
 
Midfielders 
RYAN BAILEY 
A former Heaton Stannington midfielder for over a 
decade, Ryan brings experience, leadership & 
quality to RACA. Sponsored in aid of the If U Care 
Share foundation by Mark Carruthers. 
 
DECLAN BISSET 
Exciting midfielder who joined Albion last season 
from Whickham. He has previously played for the 
likes of Consett, Ashington and Heaton Stanning-
ton. Sponsored by Whickham Garage Services. 
 
DANIEL CRAGGS 
Experienced midfielder signed from Ashington in 
August 2023. Scored his first RACA goal in a 2-1 win 
over Boldon. Featured for local outfit Greenside 
too. Sponsored by Classic & Retro Autos. 
 
MORGAN DART 
Attacking midfielder signed from North Shields in 
September 2024. He has previously featured for 
Ashington and Seaham Red Star. Sponsored by 
Rosa Twelve. 
 
JACK ELLIOTT 
Winger signed over the summer. Jack has previ-
ously featured for Dunston UTS, Birtley Town and 
Whickham. Sponsored by NE40 Media. 
 
JOSEPH GROVES-FORBES 
Pacey right-sided winger signed from Whitley Bay 
in March 2023. He made his debut in a 2-2 draw 
against Newcastle University. Sponsored by J. R. 
Forbes Electricals. 
 
DYLAN LAWSON 
Talented young midfielder who came through the 
club’s youth system. Won the Ernest Armstrong 
Cup with Albion in 2022. Sponsored by Amerex 
Limited. 
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 P L AY E R  P R O F I L E S  

DAVID LUKE 
David returned to Ryton last season after a brilliant 
first spell in 2019. He joined from Newcastle Blue 
Star but injury hampered most of last term. Spon-
sored by Rosa Twelve. 
 
FERGUS LYNCH 
Creative midfielder signed from Newcastle Chem-
fica in the summer of 2023. He scored his first 
RACA goal in a 3-2 win at Esh Winning. Sponsored 
by Kevin Wilkinson. 
 
RHYS McLEOD 
Attacking midfielder/striker re-signed from North 
Shields in January 2024 after two previous spells at 
the club. Won the EA Cup with Albion in 2022. 
Sponsored by Smiths Plumbing & Heating. 
 
DANIEL ORD 
Combative local midfielder re-signed after spells at 
Jarrow and Newbiggin. Sponsored by Bslats Ener-
gy. 
 
Forwards 
NOAH ADOTEY 
Talented youngster who came through the RACA 
youth set up. He made his debut in the 2023/24 
opener against Horden and scored his first goal in 
the 5-2 win at Billingham Synthonia last term. 
Sponsored by Mary Hardcastle & Tom Sowerby. 
 
LOUIS ANDERSON 
Striker re-signed from Heaton Stannington over 
the summer. He made his debut against Horden 
and scored in his second game. He also scored a 
hat-trick against Garstang in the FA Vase. 
 
LOUIS CALVERT 
Striker signed from Blyth Town in August 2024. He 
made his debut against Horden and scored in his 
second game. He also scored a hat-trick against 
Garstang in the FA Vase. Sponsored by Thompson 
Plumbing Heating & Gas. 
 
CALLUM JOHNSTON 
Prolific striker signed from Bedlington Terriers at 

the end of September. He scored on his first two 
appearances for RACA against Sunderland West 
End and Chester-le-Street United. Sponsored by 
Turner Plumbing & Heating. 
 
BRADLEY MORNS 
Young forward signed over the summer from West 
Allotment Celtic. 
 
Management Team 
Ryton & Crawcrook Albion appointed NATHAN 
BECKHAM as Manager of the First Team on 30 
December 2022 after former boss Joe Kendrick 
was forced to step aside from the role due to work 
commitments. Beckham had a successful spell as 
manager of Killingworth in the Northern Football 
Alliance Premier Division until the 2021/22 season 
and joined from Division One side West Allotment 
Celtic, where he was assistant manager.  
 
Beckham, who is sponsored by Tony Dunn at Mo-
mentum Sports Injury Clinic in Ponteland, guided 
Albion to safety in the Ebac Northern League Divi-
sion Two at the end of 2022/23, a top half finish in 
the 2023/24 campaign and 7th last term – narrowly 
missing out on the play-offs. 
 
MARK PAE joined as Assistant Manager, ANDY 
TAYLOR joined as First Team Coach and ADAM 
HENDERSON joined as Goalkeeper Coach during a 
summer reshuffle of the backroom team. The team 
is complete with Physiotherapist KATIE SMITH, 
Club Directors DON McCLOUD as Kit Manager and 
JOHN SYMONS as First Team Secretary. 
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 F O O D  &  D R I N K  

The Scran Van 
Tea    £1.00 

Regular Coffee  £1.00 

Cappuccino   £1.50  

(add a shot of Baileys for +£0.50)  

Bovril    £1.20 

Hot Chocolate   £1.20 

Cup-a-Soup   £1.20 

 

Bottled Water   £0.50 

Cans of Pop   £1.50 (diet versions) 

    £1.80 (full sugar) 

 

Crisps    £1.20 

 

Chocolate Bars  £0.60 

 

Chips (with curry or gravy?) £1.50 

Pies/Pasties   £2.00 

Hot Dog (with onions?) £1.50 

Burger (beef or chicken?) £3.00 
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 1 0 0  C LU B  

Join the RACA 100 Club! 
 

Welcome to the RACA 100 Club – a great way for you to support the football 
club whilst having a bit of a flutter. Here’s how it works…. 

 

Request and complete the form, set up a calendar monthly standing order of 
£5 from your bank account into the clubs’ account, then hand the form to the 

staff in the clubhouse, or email your form to: plepatorel@btinternet.com. 
 

This buys you one membership number which we will allocate, you will be 
entered into each monthly prize draw. All participants must be over 16. 

 

The monthly draw takes place on the 1st Saturday of each month . Winners 
will receive a call or a text shortly after the draw & your winnings can be col-
lected from the clubhouse or paid via bank transfer. The names of the win-

ners are posted on the noticeboard in our clubhouse, the website, social me-
dia and the match day programme. 

 

There are 3 prizes each month, assuming we have 100 or more members the 
monthly prizes will be: - 

 
1st £100.00 2nd  £75.00  3rd  £25.00 

 
The remainder of the money collected goes to help with the overall running 

of our football club. Any Questions? Please contact: - 
 

Paul LePatourel - Mob: 07720413390 
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2006 Club formed as Jolly Potter  

2006 Join Wearside Combination League First Division  

2006 - 2007 Runners up Division One 

20007 Promoted to Premier Division 

2006 - 2007 Runners up Wearmouth and Hylton Aged Peoples Trophy  

2007 - 2008 Finished sixth in first season in Premier Division  

2008 - 2009 Premier Division Champions and Winners Alan Hood Memorial Trophy  

2009 -2010 Premier Division Champions  

2010 Name Changed to Sunderland West End FC  

2010 - 2011 Premier Division Champions and League Challenge Cup Winners  

2011 Join Wearside League and enter the football pyramid  

2011- 2012 Finish first season in Wearside League in 4th position. 

2015—2016 Achieve club’s highest ever league position finishing third. 

2016-2017 Finalists in Monkwearmouth Charity Cup 

2017-2018 Shipowners Cup Winners, equal highest ever league position and Finalists 
in the Monkwearmouth Charity Cup 

2018 –2019 Winners Durham Trophy and Finish Runners-up in Wearside League. 
Gained promotion to Northern League Division 2. 

The current Sunderland West End is not the first team to bear the name. The first 
Sunderland West End played in the Wearside League and took part in the first 
League in season 1892-93.  Sadly, they finished bottom winning one and drawing 
two out of eighteen. 

They finished bottom again the following season and carried on until the 1930s with 
a best league finish of second. 

Sunderland West End SC was a successful team from the 50s and 60s who played in 
the Wearside Combination League with great success. 

The current Sunderland West End started out as Jolly Potter and the first game took 
place on Saturday 2nd September 2006 when they played Gala Casino and won by 

O P P O S I T I O N  H I S TO R Y  
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 O P P O S I T I O N  H I S TO R Y  

the impressive score line of 12-1. 

Team sheet for the day shows five players scoring two goals each and two not given 
to any player. 

One of the substitutes that day was Gary Gettins, the current vice-chairperson, who 
is one of a number of people who have been involved with the club from the begin-
ning.  

Also playing that day was David Keithley who is still turning out for the West End. 

After that first day victory the team managed to finish runners up and gain promo-
tion to the Premier Division.  They also finished as runners up in the Aged Miners 
Trophy losing to the Dagmar in the final 

The following season saw a mid table finish and going out early in the cups. 

Success was to follow the following season with a league and cup double. The Alan 
Hood Trophy came back to the Potters after a win over Hylton Colliery.  The league 
was sealed with a 6-0 win against Easington Lane WMC. Sadly, the team is not rec-
orded for that day. 

The league title was secured again in season 2009—2010 beating Redhouse into sec-
ond place by seven points. A play off was needed the following year and Sunderland 
West End Potters as they were now called duly obliged by beating Sunderland Hen-
don 3-2.  

First ever game in the Wearside League took place on Wednesday 10th August, 2011 
and West End came out on top 3-2.  Goal scorer that day was Joe Walton with a hat 
trick. Joe now plays for Morpeth Town in the Northern Premier League Premier Divi-
sion. 

After finishing fourth in that first season West End have gone on to finish eighth, 
ninth, eighth, third, tenth another third position and in 2018 – 2019 runners up and 
so gain promotion to the Northern League Second Division. 

The club has also had a number of Cup successes with wins in the Monkwearmouth 
Charity Cup, the Shipowners Cup and the Durham Trophy. 
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Adam Anderson - Looking to force his way into the first team. After a steady 
24/25 campaign. 
John Anderson - Finished the last season strong, has an eye for goal and a 
free kick specialist. 
Zouhair Benali - Direct forward who was 2nd highest goalscorer last season. 
Neal Bussey - First choice keeper, save hands, our captain. 
Harry Carr - New to the team, released from York City, looking to establish 
himself in the side 
James Cassidy - Re-joins the team after a stint away. 
Lewis Charlton - Mr reliable at full back, hair line not much so. 
Ashley Davis - the veteran returns. The Westend Mbappe 
Joe Errington - New to the team 
Bradley Foster - Reliable center half, could trust him with your car keys 
Jake Fowler - keeps the midfield ticking 
David Hodgson - Re-joins from CLS town, hoping to establish himself in the 
midfield 
Harvey Hope - Released from York City, looking forward to seeing him break 
into the side.   
Thomas Hunter - Excited to see where he goes this season and enjoying his 
football. 
Luke McCabe - Like a cat who’s been missing for months, has returned home 
to be fed 
Conner McEvoy - Brings a wealth of experience to the side 
Bradley Moncur - Rejoins after a stint away from the club 
Kian Patton - Worked his way through reserves and breaks into the first team 
Owen Smith - worked his way from grassroots, reserves and now into first 
team 
Ethan Thomson - joins from Easington, look forward to when he makes his 
debut  
Kyle Turnbull - left back, strong in tackle, left peg like a traction engine.  
Joseph Walton - Player manager, joins us from Hebburn, excited where he 
can lead us this season. 
 

O P P O S I T I O N  P R O F I L E S  
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 O P P O S I T I O N  P R O F I L E S  

RACA+ 
WATCH ALL THE GOALS, 

HIGHLIGHTS & REACTION 
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OFFICIAL MEDIA SPONSOR OF       
RYTON & CRAWCROOK ALBION FC 

Speedline Tyres in Newcastle upon Tyne on 

Newburn Bridge Road in Blaydon supply 

and fit all tyre types and specialise in      

domestic and commercial tyre fitting and 

puncture repairs while you wait.  

Speedline Tyres Ltd.  

Addison Industrial Estate, 

Newburn Bridge Road,  

Blaydon 

NE21 4LS 

 

0191 414 8855  

info@speedlinetyres.co.uk 

www.speedlinetyres.co.uk 
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RYTON & CRAWCROOK ALBION FC 
PROGRAMME SPONSOR 
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A big thank you to all of the incredibly generous individuals and 
businesses who have sponsored Ryton & Crawcrook Albion    

Football Club for the 2025/26 season! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to sponsor the Club, please contact Mr John 
Thompson on 07805 098 265, message us on social media 

@RACAFC1970 or send us an email to: info@racafc1970.com.  
 

More details: www.racafc1970.com . 

M O R E  O F  O U R  S P O N S O R S  

http://racafc1970.co.uk/the-club/sponsorship
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228651 

Mobile: 07805 098 265 

Tel: 0191 413 6177 

Email: jthompson4@sky.com 
 

Local family run business with over 

30 years experience 
 

Vast range of services including: 

Full bathroom design and installations 

Central Heating installations 

Services and repairs 

RYTON & CRAWCROOK ALBION FC 
OFFICIAL 2025/26 TRACKSUIT SPONSOR  


